
 
         
 
 
    

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

   
 

   
 

   
 

    
 

   
   

   
 

 
   

  
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

     
   

        
  

 
   

 
 

   
 

  
    
  

   
  

     
    

  
  

  
 

 
   

Addendum

Memorandum
 

Date: April 27, 2010 

To: Krysty Emery 

From: Patrick Carter 

Re: Information Needed for Siting Element Revisions to be Complete 

In your memo dated April 15, 2010, you noted the following two deficiencies in the Sonoma County 
Waste Management Agency’s recent submittal of the Siting and Household Hazardous Waste 
Elements of the Sonoma Countywide Integrated Waste Management Plan: 

Required Information 
As required by Public Resources Code (PRC) sections 41700-41721.5, Title 14, California Code of 
Regulations (CCR) sections 18755.5(a)(6), (b) the SCWMA’s SE did not include a “the expected land 
use for any site being closed or phased out” or “a map showing each existing permitted solid waste 
disposal facility.” 

This memo will address the deficiencies listed above. 

Expected Post-Closure Land Use for Central Disposal Site 

The post-closure land use description has two sources, 1) Final Closure and Postclosure Maintenance 
Plans, Geosyntec Consultants, July 29, 2008 (henceforth referred to as Closure Plans); and 2) 
Responses To Regulatory Agency Comments (2) Geosyntec Consultants, October, 15, 2009 
(henceforth referred to as Response to Comments). 

Closure Plans, section 5.5 describes the post-closure land use as follows: 

5.5 Postclosure Land Use
 
Section 21190(a) of Title 27 requires that "Proposed postclosure land uses shall be designed and
 
maintained to:
 
(1) protect public health and safety...;
 
(2) prevent public contact with waste, landfill gas and leachate; and
 
(3) prevent landfill gas explosions…"
 
Further, Section 21190(d) states that "Construction on the site shall maintain the integrity of the final 

cover, drainage and erosion control systems, and gas monitoring and control systems…"
 
The following shall constitute prohibited uses for use of the CDS:
 
• all residential and permanent or temporary lodging usages (including hotels, motels and the like); 
• hospitals and other health care facilities; 
• public or private school and day care facilities; 
• churches, temples or other places used exclusively for religious worship; and 
• any uses prohibited by law or permits. 

After closure, the CDS will be open space. However, if during the postclosure period, the 

http://www.calrecycle.ca.gov/Laws/Regulations/Title14/ch9a63.htm#ch9ca6_5�


   
 

 
    

 
 

  
   

   
     

   
    

    
 

 
 

 
   

    
  

   
  

 
 
    

   
     

 
 

  
 

  
    

  
    

   
 

     
    

   
 
    

 
   
   

     
 

 
   

      
      

County identifies alternative postclosure land use, it will propose it to the regulatory agencies for 
approval. 

Response to Comments details post-closure activities at the Central Disposal Site as the following: 

CIWMB Comment #11 
The Response (CRWQCB #3 and #4) indicates that activities on the landfill footprint will be moved and 
that no other activities will occur within the landfill footprint. Please note that all activities located within 
the permitted landfill boundary are considered postclosure land uses and need to be addressed in 
closure and postclosure maintenance plans. While activities that are not within the landfill footprint 
should not impact the final cover, these activities could impact environmental control facilities not 
located within the footprint. These control facilities include, but are not limited to, ground water and gas 
monitoring wells, drainage facilities, and site security measures (e.g., fencing). Relocation of these 
control facilities may be necessary. Also, protection from damage is a concern. The Plans need to 
address all postclosure activities within the permitted landfill boundary and their potential interaction 
with landfill control facilities. 

Response 
The only postclosure activities the County anticipates will be the potential repairs of the cover system 
elements and repairs to the leachate/gas extraction wells as needed. In addition, periodic monitoring of 
the extraction wells will be ongoing. All bench roads accessing the closed landfill will be gated to protect 
from unauthorized access. No relocation of the existing control facilities is anticipated. A map of existing 
operations and security features is included in Attachment 14. 

CRWQCB Comment #3
 
Regarding the response to our request for a site map and discussion of all current operations to be 

affected by closure of the landfill, Figure 12, an aerial photograph, has been submitted.
 
Unfortunately the scale of this photo and its labeling are too small to review operational considerations
 
potentially affected by closure and cap construction.
 
Your Response indicates:
 
a) Compost operations will be relocated offsite and will therefore not be present during and after cap 

construction.
 
b) Metals recycling is to be relocated off of the landfill footprints.
 
c) The county maintenance yard is to be consolidated with and relocated to the equipment yard north of
 
Leachate Pond 2 prior to LF1 construction.
 
d) Other operations at the site such as rock processing &grinding, quarrying, and inert concrete/
 
porcelain operations will continue at their existing locations.
 
Accordingly, please provide and update the following:
 
e) A site map which clearly outlines all current operational areas and their access routes into, out of,
 
and across the decking of the site. The scale of the site map should include all monitoring wells,
 
probes, piping and plumbing or other landfill control devices which could be damaged by these
 
activities.
 
f) Identify which operational areas are to exist after construction, within the post closure time period.
 
g) Review the closure cap design for bearing capacities for all vehicles, construction and maintenance 

equipment etc. which may need to access the site following closure construction.
 
h) Design haul roads and access roads in and around the site or develop exclusion areas and possibly
 
gates and/or fencing to protect the cap from unauthorized access which the cap is not designed to 

support.
 
i) Additional information is needed for the inert concrete porcelain recycling operation.
 
Please list the materials that are accepted, those that are excluded and provide a copy of the load 

check plan. What tonnages are processed and what is the current volume of the stockpile. How is the
 
volume managed? What is the proposed end use of this material? Is it sold to the public? If it is to be 




   
  

 
 

 
    

   
   

  
 

 
 
   

 
   

    
  

     
 

 
 

    
   

   
   

       
     

   
 

 
 
 
 

used onsite please state where and how and review its compatibility with the closure design limitations, 
particularly puncture resistance of the flexible membrane liner (FML). 

Response 
A map of existing operations at CDS is included in Attachment 14. A Load Checking Program 
(LCP) is included in Attachment 15. Locations of groundwater monitoring wells and existing 
LFG monitoring probes are shown on maps in Appendices C and E, respectively, of the FCPMPs 
[Geosyntec, 2008]. Appendix 16 includes drawings showing layouts of the existing leachate system 
piping, LFG collection and control system piping, leachate pond siphon line and compressed air system 
piping. 

CRWQCB Comment #4 
The Response you have provided indicates that no recycling, composting or heavy traffic are proposed 
for the landfill area and only "open space" is planned. Please submit information indicating how the 
stated post closure site operations will be excluded from cap access. A post closure operation plan is 
needed that shows how landfill control facilities, haul roads, monitoring stations, wells, and probes as 
well as infrastructure and plumbing are protected from these ancillary operations. Please identify all 
traffic routes, parking areas for heavy equipment, storage yards, and stockpile locations etc, for all post 
closure land use. 

Response 
No operational areas will exist within the waste footprint following closure. Approximate locations of the 
County-proposed security gates, to protect from unauthorized access, are shown on a map in 
Attachment 14. All benches and landfill roads will have at least 3 ft (900 mm) of earthfill below the 
driving surface. Locations of groundwater monitoring wells and existing landfill gas monitoring probes 
are shown on maps in Appendices C and E, respectively, of the FCPMPs [Geosyntec, 2008]. The inert 
materials include small concrete, toilets, sinks bricks, etc. This material is currently saved to use as 
road base material on the landfill main access roads. This inert material operation will be terminated 
after closure. 
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CDS Existing Operations Map 
(Revised October 2009) 
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CDS Load Checking Program 
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INTRODUCTION 

In recent years, the hazards posed by the intentional and unintentional disposal of 
hazardous wastes at Class III solid waste facilities have become the subject of 
increasing concern. The repercussions of careless disposal practices include injuries 
and illness to transfer station and landfill workers, fires and explosions in collection 
vehicles and at the transfer stations and landfill, and contamination of air and ground 
water. For this reason it is imperative that contaminated loads are identified before they 
are accepted. When a contaminated load is identified and rejected by the 
landfill/transfer station personnel, the original producer of the load retains the 
responsibility ofbeing the generator. 

• 
In response to the hazards posed by indiscriminate disposal of prohibited wastes at 
solid waste facilities, the California Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQC8) has 
included the requirements for a Load Checking Program (Program) in Title 14, Code of 
California Regulations (CCR), §17409.5. This load-check program, for the Sonoma 
County Central Disposal Site and its transfer stations, is included as Appendix B-11 of 
the Joint Technical Document, dated May 2005, for the Central Disposal Site, and can 
also be found in Appendix 4 of the Transfer / Processing Reports (formerly titled Report 
of Station Information) for all transfer stations. 

The intent of the Program is to discourage and prevent the improper disposal of 
prohibited waste. The load checking program for the County of Sonoma, Disposal 
Operations, is designed to identify hazardous waste and other ineligible waste and 
prevent their disposal at the landfill. 

1.0 PUBLIC INFORMATION & EDUCATION 

One aspect of the Load checking program is to provide information and education to the 
public. The information will be designed to notify the general public on rules and 
regulations governing non-acceptable waste. These wastes will be outlined later, but 
are generally defined as wastes that pose a threat to public health and the environment. 
The public will be educated through the Sonoma County Waste Management Agency's 
Recycling Guide, and public service announcements utilizing various forms of media. 

• Additionally, disposal workers will hand out information, from both Refuse Operations 
and the Sonoma County Waste Management Agency, containing guidelines for proper 



County of Sonoma 
Integrated Waste Division 

• 
Load Checking Program 

Revised: March 2006 

disposal or reuse of household toxic materials. As regulations change the status of 
these items will be noted by press releases and additional public information. 

In January of 2005 the Integrated Waste Division of the Department of Transportation 
and Public Works opened the Household Toxic Waste Facility. The Facility is located 
on the property of the Central Disposal Site and adjacent to the Solid Waste Transfer 
Station at 500 Mecham Road in Petaluma. The facility is currently open to the Public 
Thursday, Friday and Saturday, 7:30 A.M. to 3:30 P.M. Appointments are not 
necessary except in the case of small businesses. 

In addition to the Household Toxics Facility the County offers Community Toxics 
Collections and Toxics Rover pick up service. The Community Toxics Collections are 
weekly events that are held every Tuesday from 4-8 P. M., somewhere in the County 
(call 795-2025 for locations). The Toxic Rover pick up service will pick up hazardous 
materials at the public's residence by appointment. There is a small fee for this service 
that includes disposal cost. For a comprehensive description of these and other 
recycling programs consult the Sonoma County Recycling Guide. 

• 
2.0 DESCRIPTION OF PERMISSIBLE, PROHIBITED AND UNIVERSAL 

WASTE 
This section describes types of waste that can be accepted at the Central Landfill and 
transfer stations. In addition, the characteristics of different hazardous wastes are 
described. 

2.1 Permissible Waste 

The County of Sonoma, Refuse Disposal Operations is allowed to accept the 
following waste in accordance with its Solid Waste Facility Permits: 

• Agricultural 
• Compostable Material, such as yard waste 
• Construction and Demolition Debris. 
• Non-hazardous Solid Waste from Industrial Sources 
• Mixed Municipal Solid Waste; and 
• Tires 

2.2 Prohibited Waste 

Prohibited waste includes designated hazardous waste and liquid waste. The 
following is a listing of prohibited waste to assist personnel in making proper 

• 
identifications: 

• All Liquids (Septic and all liquid waste) 

Page 2 of 13 
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• Asbestos (Friable) 
• Auto batteries 
• Paint, both water and oil based 
• Pesticides 
• Antifreeze 
• Dead animals 
• Gasoline or other Liquid Fuels 
• Fluorescent tubes in quantities of 25 or more 
• Wood preservatives (Creosote or PCPE's) 
• Gas cylinders, unless the valve is completely removed 
• Medical waste (often identified by a red bag) 
• PCBs (Polychlorinated Biphenyls) 
• Mercury 
• Oil, petroleum products 

Hazardous wastes are defined as those wastes that exhibit any of the criteria set 
forth in Title 22, CCR, Division 4.5, Chapter 11, Article 1, §66261.3. The Criteria 
for Identifying Hazardous Waste are presented in Article 2, §66261.10 and the 
Characteristics of Hazardous Waste, Article 3, §66261.20 including Ignitability 
(§66261.21), Corrosivity (§66,261.22), Reactivity (§66261.23), and Toxicity 
(§66261.24). In addition, those materials considered hazardous wastes 
according to the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (1 (RCRA), 42 U.S.C. 
6901 et seq. also are considered hazardous wastes under State Law (California 
Health and Safety Code, Sections 25143.2 and 25159.5). 

To· help operations personnel perform effective load checking duties, it is 
important that they understand what constitutes something as hazardous. 
Wastes are hazardous if they have any of the following properties: 

• Toxicity 
• Flammability 
• Reactivity 
• Corrosivity 

Examples of hazardous wastes containing these properties are as follows: 

2.2.1 Toxic Waste 
Poisonous or toxic wastes are hazardous because they can cause illness or 

death if ingested, inhaled, injected, or absorbed through the 
skin. Short-term effects can be skin burns or choking. Long
term effects can include damage to internal organs, cancer, 
and other health problems. The term "toxic" also refers to 
effects on animals and plants in the environment. Examples 

Page 3 of13 
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of toxic wastes are: 

• 	 Liquids - pesticides and sanitizing chemicals, liquid industrial wastes 
containing metals and other chemicals such as cyanide or 
formaldehyde (embalming fluid). 

• 	 Gases - chlorine, nitrogen, acetylene; and 
• 	 Solids - sludge, waste inks, pesticides, cyanide compounds. 

2.2.2 Flammable Waste 
Flammable materials are hazardous because they ignite easily and bum 
intensely. They can be liquids, solids, or gases. Examples of ignitable wastes 
are: 

• 	 Liquids -gasoline, paint thinners, strippers, degreasers and solvents, 
epoxy resin, glues and adhesives, rubber cement, waste ink; 

• 	 Gases -acetylene cylinders, hydrogen cylinders, propane and butane, 
liquefied gas bottles, some aerosol containers; and 

• 	 Solids -aluminum phosphate, ammonium nitrate, phosphoric, matches. 

How to identify flammable materials: 

Industrial Labels: "Flammable," "Ignitable," "Flame 


Symbol," "Oxidizer." 


Types of Material: fuels, solvents, and compressed 
gases. 

2.2.3 Reactive Waste 
Reactive wastes are unstable or react with other materials to burn, explode, 
or give off fumes when mixed with water, air, or other materials. Examples 
are: 

• 	 Liquids - some metal plating chemicals like 
chromic acid, cyanide solutions, water
treatment chemicals for swimming pools; 

• 	 Gases -. Oxygen; and 
• 	 Solids - explosives like dynamite, ammonium 

nitrate fertilizer, phosphorus, dry swimming 
pool chemicals, epoxy resins 

How to identify reactive wastes: Industrial Labels: "Oxidizer," 

"Organic Peroxide," "Explosive," "Dangerous, "Blasting Agents, 

"Reactive" 




hazardous because they build up in the 
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Words on Labels: "May react with other materials," "incompatible with ..." 
"unstable," "keep away from ..." 
Types of Wastes: suspicious liquid and dry substances including swimming 
pool chemicals. 

2.2.4 Corrosive Wastes 
Corrosive wastes are hazardous· because they can dissolve metals and burn 
skin and eyes on contact. They include acids, bases, and other harsh 
chemicals such as bleach and cleaning components. Examples are: 

• 	 Liquids: acids, bases, metal-treating compounds, ammonia, laundry 
bleaches, and alkaline degreasers (restaurant cleansers); 

• 	 Gases: chlorine, ammonia, others; and 
• 	 Solids: sodium hydroxide or lye, fertilizers, detergents. 

How to identify corrosive wastes: Industrial Labels: 
"Corrosives," precautionary words on label such as 
"Danger, ""Caution," "Warning," or "May be corrosive or 
irritate skin and eyes." 

Types of Wastes: industrial metal cleaning products, 
suspicious liquid and dry granular material. 

2.2.5 Other Hazardous Wastes 
Certain other wastes are hazardous and require special treatment/handling. 
Examples are: 

• 	 Radioactive materials with "radioactive" label; 
• 	 Waste lubricating oils; 
• 	 Loads of more than 25 fluorescent 


tubes; 

• 	 Car and truck batteries; and 
• 	 Water-based and oil-based paint. 

2.2.6 Non-Biodegradable Wastes 
Non-Biodegradable wastes are 

environment and poison or injure plants and animals. Examples are: 


• 	 Liquids - PCBs, liquids containing some pesticides and metals, 
mercury; 

• Solids - Certain pesticides like DDT, utility poles treated with PCP, 
lead and asbestos. 
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How to identify toxic wastes that have the potential to harm the environment: 

Industrial Labels: 

Contains PCBs, pesticide labels, "Asbestos". 


Types of Wastes: Electrical equipment, pesticides, utility poles, insulation 

material. 


2.2.7 Medical Wastes 
Waste that meets the criteria of both 'Of the following are considered Medical: 

• 	 Waste generated during diagnosis, 

treatment or immunization, research 

activities, biological production or testing; 

and 


• 	 Bio-hazardous waste or sharps waste. 

2.2.7.1 BiD-hazardous Wastes 

Laboratory Waste: 
• 	 Specimen cultures from medical & 

pathological labs; 
• 	 Infectious agent cultures from research 

& industrial labs; 
• 	 Production wastes of bacteria, viruses 

or spores; 
• 	 Suspected contaminated specimens or tissues from surgery or 

autopsy; 
• 	 Suspected contaminated animal parts, tissues fluids or 

carcasses; 
• 	 Waste containing recognizable fluid blood; 
• 	 Waste containing suspected contaminated excretion, exudates 

or secretions; 
• 	 Waste contaminate with chemotherapeutic agents; 

Examples include, but are not limited to the following: 

• 	 All animal carcasses. 
• 	 Waste in red bags that have not been autoclaved 
• 	 Red plastic sharps boxes & loose hypodermic needles 
• 	 Syringes, tubing or IV bags containing liquid blood 

A comprehensive list of classified Hazardous Waste is presented in Title 22 CCR 
Division 4.5, Chapter 11, Articles 4 and 4.1. 



County of Sonoma 
Integrated Waste Division 

• 

• 

• 
Page 7 of 13 

Load Checking Program 
Revised: March 2006 

A more complete Hazardous Materials Marking, Labeling and Placard Guide is 
available in Appendix A. 

2.3 Universal Waste 
Universal wastes are hazardous wastes that pose a lower risk to people and the 
environment than other hazardous wastes. The following incomplete list of items 
are considered "Universal Wastes": 

• 	 Thermostats, thermometers, switches, gauges, lamps, batteries (other 
than lead-acid car batteries), etc., that contain mercury 

• 	 Non...empty aerosol cans 
• 	 Novelties that might contain mercury switches or batteries 
• 	 CRTs 
• 	 Consumer Electronics 

The Temporary and Conditional Universal Waste Exemption for batteries, 
thermostats, lamps and consumer electronic devices was removed on February 9, 
2006. Beginning on that date all such devices were prohibited from the solid waste 
stream. As a result the County implemented its plan for collecting and· temporarily 
storing all such waste (see Section 3.3.1 Materials Storage). The plan includes 
pre-sorting of universal wastes by consumers and depositing those wastes in 
designated areas, segregated from normal transfer and processing operations. 
Universal waste items have been excluded from the list of permissible waste and 
included as part of the waste screening process as described in section 3.3 of this 
plan. In addition, a comprehensive list of Universal Waste has been included in 
Appendix B, "Managing Universal Waste in California". 

3.0 LOAD CHECKING PROGRAM 

3.1 Objective 

The objective of the load-checking program is to detect and deter attempts to 
dispose of prohibited wastes. The program developed for the County of Sonoma 
has been structured to meet or exceed the requirements for landfills as 
promulgated in Title 40 of the Code of Federal Regulations, Part 258, Subpart C, 
Section 258.20 (Subtitle D), and 27 CCR §20870 and for transfer stations as 
promulgated in 14 CCR §17409.5. 

3.2 Training 

All operations personnel (Le., scale house attendant, spotters, equipment 
operators, etc.) are trained to identify prohibited waste and properly handle those 
wastes. All employees receive a minimum of eight hours of training annually 
during which time any updated regulations for hazardous waste are discussed. A 
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copy of the load-checking program is available to all employees and is available 
in the Central Landfill library. 

3.3 Waste Screening 

Waste screening is performed by operations personnel during the operating hours 
of the landfill and transfer stations. All incoming loads are visually observed by 
the personnel and suspect waste is returned to the owner or removed, identified 
and properly stored for eventual disposal. 

3.3.1 Materials Storage 

Temporary Storage 
Waste that does not pose any immediate danger, such as universal waste 
and other less hazardous waste, is stored in a temporary accumulation 
area. Disposal Workers inspect the items and determine if they are 
considered hazardous. If they are deemed hazardous they then will take 
the necessary steps for proper segregation and storage in the hazardous 
waste lockers. 

The hazardous waste storage lockers are compartmentalized for 
segregating various types of material. The lockers are situated near the 
tipping area at the transfer stations. The storage lockers at the Central 
Disposal Site are in a secured location within the footprint of the transfer 
station building. Each locker has a spill containment floor, equipped with a 
chemical fire suppression unit. Each substance is stored in plastic storage 
containers so that there is no contact between dissimilar or unknown 
substance. The storage lockers are inspected daily to ensure that 
substances are not leaking, reacting or otherwise posing a threat to the 
environment. 

Universal waste is sorted and placed into 4-foot by four-foot metal baskets 
and stored in the same general area with television and computer 
monitors. A contract hauler then removes the waste from the site at least 
every gO-days or sooner. 

The County has ·contracted with a licensed hazardous waste hauler to 
remove from the site any known and unknown substances that clearly are 
reactive or otherwise present a danger. Items that are found to be 
permissible waste are placed back into the waste stream or items that are 
reusable, such as latex paint or motor oil, are placed in a locker 
designated as reusable and are available to the public. This process is 
typically done on a daily basis. 
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3.3.2 Disposal of Hazardous Waste 
Hazardous or ineligible wastes are removed from storage at least every 90 
days of the accumulation date. The type of disposal or recycling depends 
on the material type and is handled as follows: 

• 	 Ammunition- Taken to Sheriff Office; 
• 	 8atteries- Recycled by a contractor; 
• 	 Gas cylinders- Recycled by a private company; 
• 	 Medical Waste- Only autoclaved waste accepted, non-autoclaved 

waste is handled by a bio-hazardous waste contractor; 
• 	 Latex paint- Recycled, or bulk by hazardous waste hauler; 
• 	 Oil-based products- Handled by waste hauler; 
• 	 Unknowns & Incompatible items- lab packed and handled by 

hazardous waste contractor. 

3.4 Load Checking 

The initial step in load checking is to review incoming loads at the site 
entrance/scale house. The scale house attendant observes incoming loads for 
any indication of prohibited wastes. If the scale house attendant encounters 
suspicious looking loads, he or she will contact an operations supervisor to 
determine if the waste is acceptable. If prohibited wastes are identified during 
inspection of a load, the driver is notified that the wastes are not accepted at this 
site and they are allowed to dump everything but those unaccepted items. The 
scale house notifies the spotters of the truck number and the type of 
unacceptable waste that is on its way to the tipping areas so they can ensure 
customer compliance. 

The next step in the program is checking the vehicle as it dumps its load at the 
load checking area. Trained personnel survey the load during and after 
unloading. All known prohibited wastes are identified and segregated from the 
load. If a load contains a prohibited material the customer is given information on 
how to dispose of the unacceptable waste properly. 

The equipment operators are also in a position to survey some of the waste as it 
is being dumped at the tipping area and pushed into trailers. Operators can spot 
prohibited waste when they are present. If further assessment is needed, a 
supervisor is notified. 

All individuals involved in the actual load checking will exercise caution to protect 
themselves, other employees and the public from hazardous materials. This 
includes, at a minimum, the wearing of gloves, boots and other personal 
protective clothing in conjunction with avoiding hazardous waste if it is
encountered. Although the intent of the Load Checking Program is to prevent the 
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disposal of hazardous waste at solid waste facilities, safety of the employees is 
always the primary concern. 

3.4.1 Type ofLoads to be Checked 
All loads are subject to the screening process. The disposal workers 
randomly check loads of both private and commercial haulers. 

3.4.2 Frequency of Load Checks 
All loads are continuously monitored for hazardous waste. An inspection 
team is sent to each of the transfer stations, at random, at least twice every 
month. The team spends approximately 3 to 4 hours inspecting loads and, 
depending on traffic loading, inspects most of the commercial and public 
loads that come in. The frequency of inspections can be increased at the 
discretion of the operations supervisor. 

3.4.3 Report of Findings 
After each inspection the load check team completes the required 
hazardous waste load checking form for all loads that are screened at the 
facility, regardless of the content of the load (see Appendix C). This 
information is kept on file and is available to the Local Enforcement Agency 
(LEA) upon request and quarterly reports are filed with the LEA . 

3.4.4 Method of Selecting Loads 
The load-checking program is conducted randomly. It is the responsibility 
of the operator to assure that load checks are not performed on the same 
day of the week or on the same hour of the day. 

3.5 Contingency Plan 

In the event of an accident or accidental discharge of hazardous waste or other 
ineligible waste, all appropriate personnel (Le., operator, responsible agencies) 
will be notified immediately. The subject area will be isolated and secured, and 
an experienced hazardous waste clean up contractor summoned. 

4.0 METHODS FOR DETERMINING WASTE ACCEPTABILITY 

4.1 Physical Assessment 

One practical means for determining the acceptability of suspicious waste is to 
examine its product label. Warning labels such as "harmful if inhaled" or "use 
only in a well-ventilated area" are often useful in identifying the waste type. In 
some cases, physical signs, such as odor or color might indicate the presence of 
a prohibited waste. Such observation, coupled with the customer's response to 
questions, often provides sufficient data to' identify the waste. 
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When assessing a load the inspector may note an incompatibility in waste type, 
drawing attention to that part of the load that seems incongruous with the rest of 
the load. For example, the presence of a 55-gallon drum mixed in with a load of 
residential waste. Once noted, the customer would be questioned, and if needed, 
additional assessment undertaken .. 

4.2 Additional Assessment 

In some cases the steps outlined above may be insufficient to identify the waste. 
It is the customer's responsibility to ensure that a specific waste is permissible 
before disposal. When a contaminated load is identified and rejected by the 
landfill/transfer station personnel, the original producer of the load retains the 
responsibility of being the generator. The load check inspector may require 
that additional measures be taken by the customer at the customer's expense 
prior to accepting the waste. When this occurs, the customer will be advised to 
obtain one or more of the following acceptance authorization: 

• Written clarification by regulatory agencies. 
• Written clearance from the County of Sonoma, LEA for the Central Landfill 
• Copy of Manufacturers Safety Date Sheet (MSDS) 

4.3 Disposition of Prohibited Wastes 

If prohibited wastes are discovered, as a result of any of the waste identification 
activities listed above, the customer is informed that such waste cannot be 
accepted by the facility and that it must be removed from the facility premises and 
arrangements made for proper disposal. 

5.0 ADDITIONAL WASTE ACCEPTANCE CONTROL PROCEDURES 

5.1 Signs and Flyers 

Signs are currently posted near the site entrance that clearly state the types of 
wastes not accepted. In addition to the existing signs, flyers with alternatives for 
hazardous waste disposal and associated phone numbers are available at the 
scale house. 

5.2 Operation by Site Personnel 

In addition to the procedures for detecting hazardous waste that are conducted as 
part of the load checking program, operations personnel are trained and directed 
to identify potentially prohibited wastes that may be delivered to the site. 
Equipment operators are also trained to identify prohibited wastes as it appears at 
the tipping areas 
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5.3 Known Offenders 

Special precautions are taken by the inspection team during inspections when 
accepting waste from sources that have previously attempted to of-load 
hazardous wastes. Precautionary measures will include: 1) Questioning of the 
vehicle driver by the scale house attendant and visually inspecting the contents of 
the load; 2) Sorting through the load during unloading; 3) Additional record 
keeping of known offender's license plate is kept in the office; and 4) The 
cashiers, spotters and supervisors all have knowledge of known repeat offenders. 
Continued repeat offenders will be banned from the facility and prosecuted to the 
fullest extent of the law. 

5.4 . Household Hazardous Waste Collection Program 

As mentioned in section 1.0 the Integrated Waste Division of the Department of 
Transportation and Public Works recently opened its Household Toxic Waste 
Facility. The Facility is located on the property of the Central Disposal Site and 
adjacent to the Solid Waste Transfer Station at 500 Mecham Road in Petaluma. 
The facility is currently open to the Public Thursday, Friday and Saturday, 7:30 
A.M. to 3:30 P.M. Appointments are not necessary except in the case of small 
businesses. 

In addition to the Household Toxics Facility the County offers Community Toxics 
Collections and Toxics Rover pick up service. The Community Toxics Collections 
are weekly events that are held every Tuesday from 4-8 P.M., somewhere in the 
County (call 795-2025 for locations). The Toxic Rover pick up service will pick up 
hazardous materials at the public's residence by appointment. There is a small 
fee for this service that includes disposal cost. For a comprehensive description 
of these and other recycling programs consult the Sonoma County Recycling 
Guide. These programs are outlined in the Sonoma County Recycling Guide. 
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e Comments: ______________----------------

Completed By: ______________ 

OIST: WHITE - REFUSE DIY. I CANARY - FIRM 

..:: .. . . '--

COUNTY OF SONOMA 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 


REFUSE DISPOSAL. 


DISPOSAL FACILITY .. ~' ... 
HAZARDOUS WASTES SCREENING REPORTING FORM -. COMMERCIAL 

Date _____ Time _____ Facility ____________ 

Vehicle Ucense No. _________ Type of Vehicle ____~-----

Driver's Name _____________---=-___ Route # ______ 

Firm/Company Name _____________ Telephone # ______ 

Firm/Company Address ________________________ 

. Action Taken ___________________________ 

Hazard . Description 
Chemical Name or Other 

Quantity 

(C)ubic Yds 
(G)allons 
(P)ounds 
(O)unces 

(L)iquid 
(S)olid 
(G)as 
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